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deputy (i.e. a pro-vice-chancellor) to do call things which pertain to
a Justice of the Peace in the Town of Oxford, the suburbs and pre-
cincts thereof, and elsewhere within the Kingdom of England'. They
may not, however, deal with cases of treason, felony, and mayhem.
In virtue of the charter the vice-chancellor has in the past claimed
exclusive jurisdiction over the members of the university in criminal
cases. The Oxford University (Justices) Act, 1886, further regulated
the position of the chancellor's commissary and deputy, enacting that
they may sit and act as justices of the peace for the counties of Oxford-
shire and Berkshire. Any justice of the peace for these counties can
sit and act with them in the university court-house. The effect of
this act and the Summary Jurisdiction Act, 1879, on the vice-chan-
cellor's criminal jurisdiction has been a matter of dispute. A recent
suggestion is that the two acts may be held to have restricted the
scope of the vice-chancellor's jurisdiction to that of a justice of the
peace, but to have still left him, within these limits, the right to claim
exclusive jurisdiction.1 In cases of felony the vice-chancellor can
claim cognizance of them, although he cannot try them, and if a
prima facie case is made out may remit them to the quarter sessions
or the assizes.
Police.
The police force for the area included in this Survey is organi2ed
on the same lines as in other parts of England. The central authority
is the Home Secretary, who appoints inspectors of constabulary to
visit the different areas and inquire into the efficiency of the local
force.
There is a separate police authority and police force for the city
of Oxford, but the boroughs of Abingdon and Woodstock—as
having had a population of less than 10,000 in 1881—and the five
petty sessional divisions form part of the areas controlled by the
authorities of the counties of Oxfordshire and Berkshire. In the city
of Oxford the police control is exercised by a watch committee con-
sisting of not more than one-third of the members of the corporation
together with the mayor ex officio. They appoint the chief constable
with the sanction of the Home Secretary, and their authority is inde-
pendent of the corporation except in matters of finance. In the
counties the powers and duties respecting the county police are
exercised through a standing joint committee consisting of equal
numbers of justices appointed by the quarter sessions and of mem-
1 See RashdaU's Mediaeval Universities, ed. by Powicke and Emden (1936), p. 492,
editors* note.

